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Jamelle Straker 
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Versus        Case SNE 2014-03 

Newark Presbytery, 

Respondent 

 

This is a remedial complaint seeking original jurisdiction in the Permanent Judicial Commission of the 

Synod of the Northeast. The Permanent Judicial Commission has before it the Complaint, received 

by the Stated Clerk on 18 June 2014.  

The Complaint is problematic in that it alleges delinquency and irregularity on the part of the 

Presbytery without clear reference to actions or refusals to act by the Presbytery; especially concerning 

the allegation of delinquency we refer to the further definition provided in D-6.0202a. In part, the 

Complaint reads like an Accusation for a disciplinary case – in which case this commission has no 

jurisdiction; that would lie with the Permanent Judicial Commission of Newark Presbytery. 

The Moderator, Vice Moderator and Clerk of the Permanent Judicial Commission make the following 

findings: 

1. The council has jurisdiction of this matter if, as stated, it concerns a remedial case against 

Newark Presbytery. 

2. It is unclear whether the Complainant has standing to file this case. The alleged delinquencies 

and irregularities do not appear to have been associated with actions or refusals to act of the 

Presbytery at one of its meetings; even if that were the case, there is no indication whether the 

Complainant could be considered to have been a member of Newark Presbytery on such 

occasions (D-6.0202a(1)), so we have to conclude that there is no evidence to support the 

Complainant’s standing. 

3. The Complaint is timely filed. 

4. The Complaint does not clearly indicate what relief is being sought and therefore does not state 

a claim upon which relief can be granted. 

Based on these findings, the Complaint has been dismissed. Any challenge to the findings must be filed 

pursuant to D-6.0306(a).  



 

 

The Executive Committee does recognize the seriousness of the actions described in the Complaint, 

but finds that at this time the judicial process is not the correct avenue to address them, as the 

Complaint fails the Preliminary Questions (D-6.0305). We trust that the Stated Clerk of the Synod of 

the Northeast will advise the Complainant on alternative options. 

 

Respectfully, 

  
 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 Arnold H. Rots, Clerk of the Permanent Judicial Commission 


