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P 1—COME TO THE TABLE 2017

Welcome! ¡Bienvenidos! 환영!
It is very good and pleasant when kindred live together in unity! It is our joy and honor to join the psalmist in 
welcoming all of you. We are indeed glad you have Come to the Table!

A community is sustained by a shared identity and purpose. The opportunity for the members of the com-
munity to interact is essential for sustainability. Come to the Table is the way the Synod of the Northeast 
calls this larger community of Presbyterians together to share our identity in worship, to embolden our 
purpose in joint learning, and to encourage our interaction in fellowship.

Feasting on Abundance: When the World Says There Isn’t Enough is the theme that gathers us. There is 
abundance in our shared vocation, our particular stories of passions in ministry, and our many worship 
forms and traditions. We are all called to witness to this abundance in a time and in many places where dis-
crimination, poverty, and hopelessness seem to take the best of the communities we are called into. 

We are a community of 180,000+ Presbyterians that worship in 1,100+ congregations and other forms of 
gospel communities, organized in 22 presbyteries, in the New Englands, New Jersey and New York. Our 
prayer and hope is that while we listen to what God is doing in your lives and learn about the passion of your 
witness we will be challenged and encouraged in our own vocation and witness.

Welcome! ¡Bienvenidos! 환영!

The Planning Team
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FRIDAY AFTERNOON

10 am    Registration   Lobby, Evergreen Building
12 pm     Lunch    Dining Hall, Evergreen Building
1:30 pm     Opening Worship  Conference Room A/B, Evergreen Building
2:45 pm   Workshops   Various Locations
3:45 pm   Break
4:15 pm     Workshops   Various Locations

Schedule of Events

FRIDAY EVENING

5:30 pm     Keynote   Conference Room A/B, Evergreen Building
6:30 pm    Dinner    Dining Hall, Evergreen Building
7:30 pm    Mission Fair   Auditorium, Evergreen Building
8:30 pm     Reception   Outside, Center Quad

SATURDAY MORNING

7:30 am    Morning Prayer  Chapel, Meditation Space
8 am      Breakfast   Dining Hall, Evergreen Building
9 am     Workshops   Various Locations
10 am     Break
10:30 am     Closing Worship  Conference Room A/B, Evergreen Building
12 pm     Lunch    Dining Hall, Evergreen Building
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Cláudio Carvalhaes, theologian, liturgist and artist, a 
native Brazilian, completed his Ph.D. in Liturgy and 
Theology at Union Theological Seminary in New York 
City in 2007. He also earned a Master of Philosophy 
degree in Theology, Philosophy, and History from 
the Methodist University of São Paulo in 1997 and 
a Master of Divinity degree from the Independent 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary (São Paulo, Brazil) 
in 1992.
 
In the summer of 2016, Dr. Carvalhaes joined 
Union Theological Seminary in New York City as 
the Associate Professor of Worship. Previously, he 
taught at McCormick Theological Seminary, Lutheran 
Theological Seminary in Philadelphia and Louisville 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary. Carvalhaes is a 
minster member of Southern New England Presbytery.
 
Cláudio is a speaker, writer, performer, and 
consultant. He has preached at Wild Goose Festival, 
Festival of Homiletics, and other preaching events. 
He led worship for the All African Council of Churches 
in Mozambique, taught at the Global Institute of 
Theology of the World Communion of Reformed 

Our Keynote Speaker

Churches and leads worship and teaches at the Hispanic Summer Program since 2013. More recently, he 
spoke at the Jubilee 800 of the Order of Preachers (Dominicans) in Rome, Italy and was one of the main 
speakers at the Societas Liturgica in Belgium.
 
Carvalhaes is the author of three books in Portuguese and two edited ones celebrating the work of Jaci 
C. Maraschin and Ivone Gebara. He has one book in English: “Eucharist and Globalization: Redrawing 
the Borders of Eucharistic Hospitality” (Wipf&Stock, 2013) and is the editor of “Liturgy in Postcolonial 
Perspectives – Only One is Holy,” (New York: Palgrave Macmillan: Postcolonialism and Religions Series, 
2015). His upcoming books are: “What Worship has to do with it? Interpreting Life, Church and the World 
Liturgically” (Cascade Books, 2017) and “Preaching and Liberation Theology: Metaphors For Our Time,” 
(Abingdon Press, 2018). He has just edited Forms of Speech, Religion and Social Resistance, CrossCurrents, 
Vol. 66, No. 1 (Summer 2016). To these publications he adds 22 edited volumes along with 41 articles. He 
has given presentations and delivered sermons at over 30 conferences as well as academic societies. He has 
lectured in the United States, Brazil, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Canada, Germany, and Mozambique.
 

CLÁUDIO CARVALHAES
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McCormick Seminary president Frank Yamada said of Dr. Carvalhaes, “I can think of few leaders in 
theological education who inspire like Cláudio Carvalhaes. He has been on the cutting edge of cross-cultural 
worship within the PC(U.S.A.). He is a voice of liberation among communities of color, an advocate for young 
adults, and a prophetic presence among those who are pushing the church into the 21st century.”
 
Carvalhaes is married to Katie Perella and has three kids.
 
claudiocarvalhaes.com

CLÁUDIO CARVALHAES

Cláudio Carvalhaes is the worship leader and keynote speaker for 
Come to the Table. A professor of worship at Union Seminary in 
New York City, he is a minister member of Southern New England 
Presbytery. His extended bio can be found on page 3.

Our Worship Team

STEPHEN M. FEARING

Stephen currently serves as the Pastor and Head of Staff of 
Shelter Island Presbyterian Church (Long Island Presbytery). 
Stephen has written over 30 hymns and psalm paraphrases 
which can be found on his website, www.stephenmfearing.com.

Claudio Carvalhaes Claudio Carvalhaesccarvalhaes ccarvalhaes
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BYUNGJIN KIM

Byungjin is the Music Director for the First Presbyterian Church of 
Ossining (Hudson River Presbytery). Born in Seoul, South Korea, 
he has participated in many festivals including the Chosun Ilbo 
New Artists Music Festival, the Seoul New Music Festival, the 
Salzburg Mozarteum Contemporary Music Festival in Austria and 
Die Internationalen Ferienkurse für Neue Musik in Darmstadt, 
Germany. Byungjin Kim believes that music in worship can be 
effective in improving our spiritual connection with God and can 
help the church be more strongly built in the Lord.
 

CHERRY OAKLEY

Cherry is a ruling elder in Westminster Presbyterian Church 
in Trenton, NJ (New Brunswick Presbytery) and part of the 
design team of the Synod’s Early Ministry Institute. She brings 
her professional experience to bear as part of a company that 
consults with individuals and organizations through visioning, 
strategic planning and community resourcing. She will be the 
graphic recorder for Come to the Table, providing an interactive 
way to receive the learnings from this gathering.
 

JENIFFER RODRÍGUEZ

Jeniffer serves as the pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Ossining (Hudson River Presbytery), a multicultural community 
seeking to embrace its diversity in worship and ministry. In her 
spare time, Jeniffer sings with Cántico Nuevo Choir, a Latinx 
choir out of New York City, and creating art through painting. She 
is also a member of the Synod’s Committee on Representation.
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Workshops
ANTI-RACISM

Three Part Workshop
Jeanne Radak and Jeniffer Rodríguez

Jeanne has been the Presbytery Leader of Newton Presbytery since 2013. Prior to coming to Northwest NJ 
she served on staff with the Presbytery of Philadelphia, was an urban pastor in Syracuse, NY and traveled 
around the country as an interim pastor. She is married to Bronc Radak and is proud mother and mother in 
law to Joe and Heather Radak and Maggie Radak. Jeniffer is the pastor of Presbyterian Church of Ossining, 
NY (Hudson River Presbytery). Originally from Dominican Republic, Jeniffer likes to do creative things with 
art for worship and as personal discipline. She is also involved social justice issues.

In this series of workshop we will explore: racism, white privilege and tools to move forward.

 
WHO’S MY NEIGHBOR

Engaging your Neighbors
Richard Hong

Rich is the Pastor of First Presbyterian Church of Englewood, NJ (Palisades Presbytery), a growing, diverse, 
historic congregation. Rich holds an MDiv from Union Theological Seminary in New York City, and a BA in 
chemistry from Princeton University.

Does your community know you care about them? This workshop will discuss strategies for creating 
and publicizing substantial connections between your congregation and the community it serves. These 
connections became even more evident in the wake of a fire that destroyed our sanctuary during Holy Week 
of 2016, and have played a key role in our recovery.

Congregational Partnerships
Flora Wilson Bridges and David Smazik

Flora, a native of Bainbridge, GA who was brought up in Chicago, IL, is the Pastor of the historic Rendall 
Memorial Presbyterian Church (New York City Presbytery) in central Harlem and adjunct professor of 
Homiletics at New York Theological Seminary. She obtained a BS in Communications from the University of 
Illinois at Champaign-Urbana, a MA in Religion from Yale Divinity School, a PhD in Religion from Vanderbilt 
University. David, a native of  Illinois who was brought up in the city of Chicago, is the Senior Pastor and 
head of staff at the historic Presbyterian Church in Morristown in Morristown, New Jersey. He obtained 
a BA in Religion and Psychology from Hope College, a MDiv from the University of Dubuque Theological 
Seminary, a MS in Counseling Psychology, and a DMin in Church Revitalization.

This workshop on “Undoing Racism” is a summary of the partnership for racial reconciliation engaged 
in by teams from an urban African-American congregation (Rendall Memorial Presbyterian Church) and 
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a suburban European-American congregation (The Presbyterian Church in Morristown). In their one year 
journey together (which included a  ten day Civil Rights Tour of the South), the pastors and church members 
experienced spiritual transformation in preparation for a joint sustained mission for racial justice.

 
New Beginnings Network
Cindy Kohlmann

Cindy serves as the Resource Presbyter for the Presbyteries of Boston and Northern New England, after 
serving for 8 1/2 years in a multicultural congregation. She has experience with New Beginnings as a 
Presbytery leader working with congregations, as a pastor whose congregation used the program, and as a 
leadership trainer for the PC(USA) New Beginnings office.

This workshop will introduce participants to New Beginnings, how it works, and why it it can be an effective 
tool in helping congregations re-claim a ministry of presence in the community where they gather for worship.

 
BUILDING THE TABLE

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
Thia Reggio

Thia is pastor of Astoria First Presbyterian Church (New York City Presbytery) and head of their Broom Tree 
Arts and Garden ministries. Ordained in 2012, Thia was immediately “baptized” into disaster response and 
recovery work by SuperStorm Sandy. Since then she has worked with Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the 
Center for Earth Ethics at Union Seminary, and Climate Reality, focusing on faith and resilience in the face of 
climate change. She is also the Moderator of the Synod Commission.

The session will focus on understanding the landscape of climate change, cultivating resilience, and 
speaking truth to evoke action. We will discuss the most recent science, and relate scientific realities to 
culture and religious practices in daily life. We will develop rituals for personal and community practice.

 
Community Organizing
José González-Colón

José is a Brooklyn Native and urban pastor serving in San Juan, Puerto Rico at the Iglesia Presbiteriana 
en Hato Rey, Vice Moderator of the Synod of Borikén, and chair of the Board of Directors of Campamento 
El Guacio. His ministry focuses is in the area of Ecology and Food Justice, its effects on poor people, and 
helping congregations become a catalyst for resiliency and care.

Our starting point will be on Gospel texts and looking at the Jesus movement as one directed at community 
over Empire. Next we will look to challenges that congregations face in the local context, particularly with 
respect to ecology, food and inequality. Lastly, we will end our discussion with social capital and communal 
competence as constant challenges for churches to ‘organize’.
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BUILDING THE TABLE CONT.

Sanctuary and Immigration
Emily Brewer

Emily Brewer is the Executive Director of the Presbyterian Peace Fellowship, a national organization 
committed to active nonviolence for over 70 years. She lives in Brooklyn and attends First Presbyterian 
Church (New York City Presbytery) there. 

Do you or your congregation want to be in solidarity with immigrants who are increasingly under threat? 
This workshop will examine some of the principles of the Sanctuary Movement and steps toward discerning 
how God may be calling your community to be in deeper solidarity with undocumented immigrants. 
Whether your community is already in this process or you just want to learn more, you are welcome! 

 
ECOTHEOLOGY

Creating a Fossil Free PCUSA
abby mohaupt

abby is currently a PhD student in Religion, Culture, and Ecology at Drew Theological School. She serves the 
PC(USA) on the board of the Presbyterian Hunger Program and as the moderator of Fossil Free PC(USA). She 
divides her time between Northern California and New Jersey. 

In the reality of devastating climate change, what theological and practical resources exist to end our 
dependency on fossil fuels as a church? Come learn about worship and hands-on resources, as well as the 
overture to divest from fossil fuels.

 
Farming, Food Justice, and Multifaith Community
Amirah AbuLughod and Will Summers

Amirah is a member of the Muslim cohort of the Community of Living Traditions at Stony Point Center. She 
was part of Stony Point Center’s Farm the Land Grow the Spirit Summer Institute in 2013 and joined the 
team of farmers here in 2015. Will is a member of the Christian cohort in the Community of Living Traditions 
at Stony Point Center. He has been on staff at Stony Point Center as the food grower and educator since 2013.

Join Amirah and Will for a presentation about how religious traditions and scripture connect with farming 
and food justice work at Stony Point Center. The talk will include stories and insights from our efforts to 
be in solidarity with farmworkers and indigenous communities as well as wisdom from our experiences 
administering a multifaith study and farming program for young adults.
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Clean Climate Network
Jeff Courter and Sue Smith

Jeff is pastor of Westernville Presbyterian Church (Utica Presbytery). In addition to climate issues, Jeff is 
active with an interfaith group in Utica. He is also a fan of J.S. Bach’s “Coffee Cantata” (written in 1735 with 
people like Jeff in mind, it seems). Sue is on the Steering Committee of Presbyterians for Earth Care and a 
GreenFaith Fellow. She currently serves as Moderator of Monmouth Presbytery.

The Clean Climate Network has its origins at last fall’s Synod Assembly as a result of the approval of the 
resolution to divest from fossil fuels. In this workshop, we invite you to join in the planning of the network. 
We will share the theological basis that informs this work, our ideas and next steps for the network, 
including an upcoming gathering, and we want to hear from you on what you might want from the network.

 
SPIRITUALITY AND RESILIENCE

Resilience
Allison Krahling Seed

Allison is a church consultant for the Board of Pensions with forty years of experience, including service 
in five congregations, campus ministry, and presbytery, synod, and General Assembly leadership. She is 
married with two grown children and a golden retriever.

The workshop will assist church leaders in understanding and using resources available through the Board 
of Pensions as well as personal resources in encouraging resilience and revitalization in pastoral leadership. 

 
Presence
Stephen Choi

Stephen is the pastor of the Stewartsville Presbyterian Church in Stewartsville, NJ (Newton Presbytery). He 
is also a father, husband, coach, chaplain, mission co-worker, and a Chicago Cubs fanatic!

Through the story of the Stewartsville Presbyterian Church’s decision to bless every minister in the Newton 
Presbytery with a $50 gift, we will explore what it means to be “Blessed to be a Blessing.” We are hopeful 
that this workshop will help participants to think more broadly and creatively in our understanding of how 
to be a “Blessing” and how to be more “Present” in our communities.
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WORSHIP

Community Building
Shavon C. Starling-Louis

Shavon has pastored at Providence Presbyterian Church, RI (Southern New England Presbytery) since 2014. 
She loves God deeply, and her greatest joy is discovering in community creative ways to respond to the 
divine calling to be a part of what God is doing in the world. She is interested in the intersection of justice, 
theology, art and societal healing particularly as it relates to race and racism. 

In our time together we will explore ways of creating deeper relationships in our worship communities by 
fostering openness. We will participate in some ways of connecting as a group. We will discuss worship 
leadership with a level of openness and vulnerability. Come with an open heart and the Holy Spirit will bless 
us in our openness. This workshop will be divided into two sessions.

The Practice of Hymn-writing
Stephen Fearing

Stephen currently serves as the Pastor and Head of Staff of Shelter Island Presbyterian Church (Long Island 
Presbytery). Stephen has written over 30 hymns and psalm paraphrases which can be found on his website, 
www.stephenmfearing.com. 

Psalm 96 tells us to “sing a new song unto the Lord.”  This workshop will serve as a basic introduction to the 
practice of hymn-writing and psalm paraphrasing. Together, we will learn techniques for composing hymn 
texts and even try our hand at writing a new hymn together. No musical background is required, just an 
appreciation for singing the faith!

NORTHEAST PRESBYTERIANS

Leading Transformation and Change
Nancy Talbot and Harold Delhagen

Nancy is the Synod’s Stated Clerk. After a full secular career managing nonprofit organizations and 
governmental agencies, she answered a call to ministry, developing a new spirituality program for people of 
all backgrounds, races and ethnicities at Bellevue Hospital Center, and later as Interim Stated Clerk for the 
Presbytery of New York City. Her passions include travel and music. Harold is the Synod Leader. He comes 
to our community having served a variety of congregations and mid-councils in the Reformed Church in 
America and the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). His interests in the work with the Synod focus most keenly on 
leading change and leadership development.

Come and join a conversation with Nancy and Harold on bringing together missional visioning and 
governance in the process to lead organizational transitions, change and transformation.
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Doing Governance in a New Way
Nancy Talbot

Nancy is the Synod’s Stated Clerk. After a full secular career managing nonprofit organizations and 
governmental agencies, she answered a call to ministry, developing a new spirituality program for people of 
all backgrounds, races and ethnicities at Bellevue Hospital Center, and later as Interim Stated Clerk for the 
Presbytery of New York City. Her passions include travel and music.

Living into our New Way Forward, the Synod has found ways to use governance in a way that encourages 
and supports mission and ministry, reconciliation, the presence of diverse voices, and new ways for 
participatory and broad decision making structures. Come learn more about this aspect of Synod life!

Encouraging Innovation
Margaret Mitsuyasu

Margaret is not stranger to the Synod. She has been a member of the Emerging Leaders Planning Team 
since the beginning of that initiative in 2013. She recently joined the Synod staff as our Mission Coordinator, 
having previously served as an associate pastor in Elizabeth Presbytery. In her spare time Margaret loves to 
read, take naps, listen to podcasts, and spend time in the outdoors.

Come and meet the Synod’s Mission Coordinator, and to learn about the many ways in which the Synod is 
seeking to encourage and support innovation and newness in ministry and mission.
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We understand our Synod as a regional community of PC (USA) presbyteries and their congregations 
committed to serving as supportive mutual partners. It is the responsibility of this regional community to 
walk alongside its presbyteries, offering the kinds of resourcing presbyteries are unable to provide alone. 
The Synod exists to serve its presbyteries through resourcing, guidance and the ability to gather partners 
on a larger scale. Drawing upon its regional size and diversity, the Synod provides valuable resources 
and opportunities for its presbyteries. The Synod also provides creative and less encumbered space for 
innovation. With governance simplified and without the intense relational and governance demands faced 
by most presbyteries, the Synod can be a place where creativity might be allowed to flourish. 

THE MISSIONAL PURPOSE OF THE SYNOD OF THE NORTHEAST

This is the vision God has placed in our hearts, that together we will become witnesses to the ever-
expanding community of Christ, following his way: “I give you a new commandment, that you love one 
another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that 
you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John 13:34-35) We are a regional community 
of presbyteries and congregations learning to respond to God’s call to become agents of divine justice, 
transforming the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) in the Northeast into a community of hospitality and 
welcome for all. We recognize that we have not always lived into the gift of our great diversity. We have not 
always fully welcomed all those within the communities we serve, including people of different racial or 
ethnic identities, economic classes, genders, abilities, sexualities, immigration statuses, or those who are 
marginalized in other ways. Finding deep joy in our differences, we commit to equipping the saints for a 
courageous and steadfast witness of love and hope; learning, growing, worshiping and working together.

A Brief Description of the New Way Forward
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We encourage you to post about your experience at Come to the Table on Twitter, Instagram and Facebook 
using #synodne.

FOLLOW US!

You might see that some people have colors on their nametags. We invite you to engage us in conversation!

Just to let you know who we are, here is a color coded glossary: 

A Few Extra Notes 

SynodNE Synod NortheastSynodNE

For the informational line at Stony Point Center, call (845) 786-5674.

If you have a medical emergency, or if there is a fire, call 9-1-1.

Should you need to contact a member of the planning team immediately, please call or text
Amaury Tañón-Santos at (732) 476-4880.

During parts of our program there will be a photographer present. Please let Sarah Hooker know if you 
do not want to be in pictures (both in print and on the internet). We will make sure that you are not 
photographed. If you do not let Sarah know, your photograph might be used.

Stony Point has wifi! Log onto the network for the room or building you find yourself in. There are no 
passwords. 

Come to the Table Planning Team

Synod of the Northeast Staff  

Keynote Speaker and Preacher  

Workshop Leaders  

Synod Leadership  

Synod Innovation Grant Recipient  

Synod-Wide Network  

Synod Ministry and Mission Commission 

PURPLE 

GREY 

YELLOW 

IVORY 

RED 

GREEN 

ORANGE 

BLUE 
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Main Building 
0 Evergreen 
 
Accommodations and 
Meeting Spaces 
1 Beech Tree (100s) 
2 Walnut (200s) 
3 Magnolia (300s) 
4 Maple (400-700s) 

 
6 Gilmor Sloane House 
7 Hermitage 
8 Stone 
9 Leber 
10 Art Space 
11 Meditation Space 

 
Outdoor Spaces 
12 Labyrinth 
13 Japanese Garden 
14 Cornerstone Garden 
15 Greenhouse, Hoop 

Houses and Berry Patch 
16 Friendship Gardens 
17 Gilmor Gardens 
18 Resource Area 
19 Friendship Circle 
20 Pavilion Stony Point Center 

17 Cricketown Road; Stony Point, NY 10980 
845-786-5674 

www.stonypointcenter.org 

 
Other Buildings 
21 Day Care 
22 Barn Playhouse 
23 The Center and Library 

for the Bible and Social 
Justice 
and Muslim Peace 
Fellowship Library 

24 DeCamp 
25 Kunkle 
26 Kennedy I 
27 Kennedy II 
28 Kennedy III 
29 Quimby 
30 Maintenance Shop 
P Parking 

To Allison House (on 
South side of the street) 

Cricketown  Road 

Main Entrance 

Baseball 

To Hiking 
Trail 
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A special and big thanks to our Come to the Table Planning Team: 

David Bennett (Northern New York, Resource Presbyter)
Stephen Fearing (Long Island, Shelter Island PC)
Sarah Hooker (CTTT Communications Coordinator)
Leslie Latham (Western New York, FPC Tonawanda)
Joshua Narcisse (New York City, Yale Divinity School)
Thia Reggio (New York City, Astoria FPC)
Jeniffer Rodríguez (Hudson River, FPC Ossining)
Amaury Tañón-Santos (Albany, Synod Networker) 
Shannan Vance-Ocampo (Southern New England, General Presbyter)
The Vandersall Collective

And of course a big round of applause to our Synod Staff!

¡Gracias!   고맙습니다!   Thank you!

Special Thanks
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Your Notes



There is abundance in our shared vocation, our particular 
stories of passions in ministry, and our many worship forms and 
traditions.

We are all called to witness to this abundance in a time and in 
many places where discrimination, poverty, and hopelessness seem 
to take the best of the communities we are called into. 


